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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-21 are rejected. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 23 July 
2007 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
PGPub 2001/0034771 to Hutsch et al (hereafter Hutsch). 

Referring to claim 1, Hutsch discloses a method for managing configuration 
data, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of configuration values in a hierarchical tree [DOM tree] having 
a plurality of nodes (see [0327], lines 3-5), a defined structure [strongly typed schema] 
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(see [041 8]), and defined data types for the stored configuration values (see [0329]), 
wherein each node is associated with at least one of the configuration values (see 
[0158]), and each of the configuration values dictates how an application component 
associated with that configuration value at least one of behaves and interacts with other 
application components, and wherein some of the nodes are only associated with a set 
of configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a 
set of configuration values [value] and an identifier [key] associated with at least one 
application component (see [0158] and [0159]); 

registering at least one application component with at least one of the nodes of 
the tree, based on at least one query [transaction] received from the at least one 
application component (see [0159]); and 

notifying the at least one application component [listener] when a configuration 
value associated with the at least one node is modified [alterations], based on an 
addition or change in at least one configuration value that matches the at least one 
query [transaction] (see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 2, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one query depends on at least one of a location of a configuration value in the tree 
[value] and a data type of a configuration value (see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 3, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
hierarchical tree is an Extensible Markup Language (XML) tree, and an XML schema 
describes the structure of the XML tree and the data types that are stored (see [0158] 
and [0321]). 
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Referring to claim 4, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one application component comprises a plurality of components of an email 
application (see [0210] and [0316]). 

Referring to claim 5, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein a node 
furtherjncludes a reference to at least one node (see Fig 16A). 

Referring to claim 6, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
notifying step comprises: modifying at least one configuration value that is associated 
with the at least one node with which the at least one application component is 
registered; storing in the hierarchical tree the configuration value that was modified, the 
configuration value being stored at the at least one node with which the at least one 
application component is registered; and notifying the at least one application 
component that the configuration value was modified (see [01 59]). 

Referring to claim 7, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 6, further comprising 
the step of supplying the configuration value that was modified to the at least one 
application component (see [01 59]). 

Referring to claim 8, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
the step of supplying at least one of the configuration values stored in the hierarchical 
tree to the at least one application component (see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 9, Hutsch discloses a computer program product for 
managing configuration data, the computer program product comprising: 



1 
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a storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing instructions for 
execution by the processing circuit [0683] for performing a method comprising the steps 
of: 

storing a plurality of configuration values in a hierarchical tree [DOM tree] having 
a plurality of nodes (see [0327], lines 3-5), a defined structure [strongly typed schema] 
(see [0418]), and defined data types for the stored configuration values (see [0329]), 
wherein each node is associated with at least one of the configuration values (see 
[0158]), and each of the configuration values dictates how an application component 
associated with that configuration value at least one of behaves and interacts with other 
application components, and wherein some of the nodes are only associated with a set 
of configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a 
set of configuration values [value] and an identifier [key] associated with at least one 
application component (see [0158] and [0159]); 

registering at least one application component with at least one of the nodes of 
the tree, based on at least one query [transaction] received from the at least one 
application component (see [01 59]); and 

notifying the at least one application component [listener] when a configuration 
value associated with the at least one node is modified [alterations], based on an 
addition or change in at least one configuration value that matches the at least one 
query [transaction] (see [01 59]). 

Referring to claim 10, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
9, wherein the at least one query depends on at least one of a location of a 
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configuration value in the tree [value] and a data type of a configuration value (see 
[0159]). 

Referring to claim 11, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
9, wherein the hierarchical tree is an Extensible Markup Language (XML) tree, and an 
XML schema describes the structure of the XML tree and the data types that are stored 
(see [0158] and [0321]). 

Referring to claim 12, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
9, wherein the at least one application component comprises a plurality of components 
of an email application (see [0210] and [0316]). 

Referring to claim 13, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
9, wherein a node further includes a reference to at least one node (see Fig 16A). 

Referring to claim 14, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
9, wherein the notifying step comprises: modifying at least one configuration value that 
is associated with the at least one node with which the at least one application 
component is registered; storing in the hierarchical tree the configuration value that was 
modified, the configuration value being stored at the at least one node with which the at 
least one application component is registered; and notifying the at least one application 
component that the configuration value was modified (see [01 59]). 

Referring to claim 15, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
14, wherein the method further comprises the step of supplying the configuration value 
that was modified to the at least one application component (see [0159]). 
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Referring to claim 16, Hutsch discloses the computer program product of claim 
9, wherein the method further comprises the step of supplying at least one of the 
configuration values stored in the hierarchical tree to the at least one application 
component (see [01 59]). 

Referring to claim 17, Hutsch discloses a computer system for managing 
configuration data, the computer system comprising: 

an organization module (see [0683]) for organizing a plurality of configuration 
values in a hierarchical tree [DOM tree] having a plurality of nodes (see [0327], lines 3- 
5), a defined structure [strongly typed schema] (see [0418]), and defined data types for 
the stored configuration values (see [0329]), wherein each node is associated with at 
least one of the configuration values (see [0158]), and wherein some of the nodes are 
only associated with a set of configuration values while other of the nodes are 
associated with a combination of a set of configuration values [value] and an identifier 
[key] associated with at least one application component (see [0158] and [0159]); 

a storage medium (see [0342]) for storing the plurality of configuration values in 
the hierarchical tree, each of the configuration values dictates how an application 
component associated with that configuration value at least one of behaves and 
interacts with other application components (see [0158] and [0159]); 

a registration module (see [0683]) registering at least one application component 
with at least one of the nodes of the tree, based on at least one query [transaction] 
received from the at least one application component (see [01 59]); and 
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a notification module (see [0683]) notifying the at least one application 
component [listener] when a configuration value associated with the at least one node is 
modified [alterations], based on an addition or change in at least one configuration value 
that matches the at least one query [transaction] (see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 18, Hutsch discloses the computer system of claim 17, 
wherein the at least one query depends on at least one of a location of a configuration 
value in the tree [value] and a data type of a configuration value (see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 19, Hutsch discloses the computer system of claim 17, 
wherein the hierarchical tree is an Extensible Markup Language (XML) tree, and an 
XML schema describes the structure of the XML tree and the data types that are stored 
(see [0158] and [0321]). 

Referring to claim 20, Hutsch discloses the computer system of claim 17, 
wherein the at least one application component comprises a plurality of components of 
an email application (see [0210] and [0316]). 

Referring to claim 21, Hutsch discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
plurality of configuration values in the hierarchical tree includes all of the configuration 
data values that are required by the at least one application component (see [0158] and 
[0159]). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US PGPub 2004/01 58575 titled "Distributed Computer Platform with Flexible 
Configuration" to Jacquemot et al 
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